
Why TPH Matters in Remediation
Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH) is used to assess how much petroleum-based pollution
is present in environmental samples (e.g., from oil spills, tailings ponds, fire debris).
Common in Fire Zones & Industrial Sites: After wildfires or industrial disasters, TPH often
spikes due to the combustion or leakage of oil-based substances (e.g., plastics, fuel,
asphalt).
Xenobiotic Marker: As a group of xenobiotics (foreign synthetic chemicals), TPH
compounds are toxic to soil microbes, aquatic life, and humans.
Regulatory Trigger: Exceeding certain TPH thresholds can require state or federal
intervention under RCRA, CERCLA, or local environmental laws.


